IN THE CLAIMS 

The following is a complete listing of the claims. This listing replaces all 
earlier versions and listings of the claims. 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of processing controlling a 
receiving apparatus which processes an image , said method comprising the steps of: 

receiving data of the image, the data being wliich has b ee n 
transmitted from [[an]] a transmitting apparatus which is connected through a network; 

judging [[the]] a format of the data wMch has been received in said 
receiving step, the format indicating whether an area analyzing processing and a character 
recognition processing are executed for the image bv the transmitting apparatus : 

e x e cut e d the unexecuted proccssing(s) for th e data in accordance 
with the data format tlius judged executing the area analyzing processing and the character 
recognition processing for the data based on the format of the data judged in said judging 
step: and 

outputting the data for which said processing has both the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing have been executed^ 

wherein said executing step includes executing both the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged in said judging 
step that the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not 
executed for the data bv the transmitting apparatus, and 
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wherein said executing step includes executing the character 
recognition processing for the data if it is judged in said judging step that the area 
analyzing processing is executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus and the 
character recognition processing is not executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 1, wh e r e in the data format to be judg e d is th e data fonnat wliich is instructed to said 
;ipp;^ratirs which is connected through said netwo r k further comprising the step of 
instructing the format of the transmitted data to the transmitting apparatus . 

Claim 3 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 1 , wherein the data to be r eceived is tlic data which is p r oduced by analyzing the 
image area analyzing processing extracts some areas from the image and binarizes the 
extracted area having text attribute . 

Claim 4 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 1 , wherein the received data is the data for which the processings up to a 
pr e determined stage of tlic p r ocessings of a plui - ality of stages have been executed, and also 
the subsequent p r oc e ssings are executed for tlic r eceiv e d data in said p r ocessing step mga 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not executed by the 
transmitting apparatus, or the data for which the area analyzing processing is executed and 
the character recognition processing is not executed bv the transmitting apparatus, or the 
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data for which both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition 
processing are executed bv the transmitting apparatus . 

Claim 5 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 1, wherein th e cha r act er r e cognizing processing is executed fo r the r eceived data in 
said p r ocessing ste p further comprising the step of correcting character codes of the result 
of the character recognition processing performed bv the receiving apparatus according to a 
user instruction . 

Claim 6 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 1, ftirtlic r comprising tli e area division cor r ecting step of, for the data fo r which it is 
judged in tli e judgement step tliat tlic fo r mat of tlie re ceived data is tlie data format which 
has b ee n subjected to tli c area division proc e ssing, wh e n tlie co rre ction of tlie area division 
i s i nstmct e d by a user, cai T ving out the coi Te ction of tli c area division further comprising 
the step of correcting the result of the area analyzing processing performed bv the receiving 
apparatus according to a user instruction . 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A method of processing controlling a 
transmitting apparatus which processes an image , said method comprising the steps of: 
receiving an instruction having of a data format wliich has been 
issued from an issued from a receiving apparatus which is connected through a network; 
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judging whether each of an area analyzing processing and a 
character recognition processing is to be executed for the image by the transmitting 
a pparatus based on the received instruction of the data format: 

executing , for tlic imag e data, th e proc e ssings up to a prcdctcmiincd 
stage of th e processings of a p lurality of stag e s in acco r danc e witli tlic data fomiat the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing for the image based on the 
result in said judging step : and 

transmitting the data wliich has b ee n processed in said processing 
st e p to said appai ' atus of the image to the receiving apparatus, the data of the image being 
the data processed in said executing step, 

wherein said executing step includes executing both of the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged in said judging 
step that both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are 
to be executed, 

wherein said executing step includes executing the area analyzing 
processing if it is judged in said judging step that the area analyzing processing is to be 
executed and the character recognition processing is not to be executed, and 

wherein, in said executing step, the area analyzing processing and 
the character recognition processing are not performed if it is judged in said judging step 
that both the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not to 
be executed. 
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Claim 8 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 7, wherein [[an]] tiie instruction to read out the data is received togethe r witli the 
instruction of the data format in said instruc t ion r ec e iving ste p received in said receiving 
step includes an instruction to read the image data : and 

said method further comprises the r eading step^ of starting the 
processing of reading [[out]] the image data in accordance with the instruction to read 
[[out]] the data. 

Claims 9 and 10 (canceled) 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 7, wherein the binarization processing is executed for tli c text area of the image data 
in said processing step area analyzing processing extracts some areas from the image and 
binarizes the extracted area having text attribute . 

Claim 12 (currently amended): An image processing method according to 
claim 7, wherein the image [[data]] is the image [[data]] which has been read [[out]] 
through a scanner. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): An image processing receiving apparatus 
which processes an image, said apparatus comprising: 
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reception means for receiving data of the image, the data being 
wMch has been transmitted from [[an]] a transmitting apparatus which is connected 
through a network; 

judgement means forjudging [[the]] a format of the data wliich has 
been received bv said reception means, the format indicating whether an area analyzing 
processing and a character recognition processing are executed for the image bv said 
judgment means : 

processing means for executing th e unexecuted p r occssing(s) fo r tlic 
data in accorda»c& with the data format tlius judged the area analyzing processing and the 
character recognition processing for the data based on the format of the data judged by said 
judgement means : and 

output means for outputting the data for which said processing has 
been executed both the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing 
have been executed. 

wherein said processing means executes both the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged bv said judgement means 
that the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not 
executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus, and 

wherein said processing means executes the character recognition 
processing for the data if it is judged by said judgement means that the area analyzing 
processing is executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus and the character 
recognition processing is not executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus . 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): An image processing receiving apparatus 
according to claim 13, whe r ein the data format to be judged is tli c data fonnat which is 
ii rstnicicd to said apparatus which is comicctcd thi ' ougli said netwo r k further comprising 
instruction means for instructing the format of the transmitted data to the transmitting 
apparatus . 

Claim 15 (currently amended): An image processing receiving apparatus 
according to claim 13, wherein the data to be r e ceived is tlie data which is produc e d by 
analyzing tlie image area analyzing processing extracts some areas from the image and 
binarizes the extracted area having text attribute . 

Claim 16 (currently amended): An image processing receiving apparatus 
according to claim 13, wherein the received data is the data for which the processings up to 
a pr c dctcnnincd stage of tlic processings in a plui - ality of stages hav e been ex e cuted, and 
said processing means executes the subsequent processings for the received data area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not executed bv the 
transmitting apparatus, or the data for which the area analyzing processing is executed and 
the character recognition processing is not executed bv the transmitting apparatus, or the 
data for which both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition 
processing are executed by the transmitting apparatus . 
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Claim 17 (currently amended): An image processing receiving apparatus 
according to claim 13, whe re in said processing means e x e cutes the charact e r recognizing 
p r oc e ssing for the r eceived data further comprising character correction means for 
correcting character codes of the result of the character recognition processing preformed 
by said apparatus according to a user instruction . 

Claim 18 (currently amended): An image processing receiving apparatus 
according to claim 13, fui - thcr comprising area division correcting means for, for tlie data 
for which it is judged by said judgement means that the format of the r eceived data is tlic 
data format which has been subjected to the area division processing, when tlie correction 
of the a r ea division is instructed by a user, car r ying out tlie co r r e ction of tlie ai - ca division 
further comprising correction means for correcting the result of the area analyzing 
processing performed by said apparatus according to a user instruction . 

Claim 19 (currently amended): An image processing transmitting apparatus 
which processes an image, said apparatus comprising: 

instruction receiving means for receiving an instruction of a data 
format wliich has been issued from [[an]] a receiving apparatus which is connected through 
a network; 

judgement means for judging whether each of an area analyzing 
processing and a character recognition processing is to be executed for the image by said 
apparatus based on the received instruction of the data format: 
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processing means for executing , fo r image data, tlic processings up 
to a p r edetermined stage of tlie processings having a plurality of stages in accordance with 
the data fo r mat the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing for 
the image based on the result from said judgement means : and 

transmission means for transmitting the data which has been 
pmc e ss e d i n said proc e ssing means to said apparatus of the image to the receiving 
apparatus, the data of the image being the data processed bv said processing means, 

wherein said processing means executes both of the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged bv said judgement means 
that both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are to 
be executed, 

wherein said processing means executes the area analyzing 
processing if it is judged bv said judgement means that the area analyzing processing is to 
be executed and the character recognition processing is not to be executed, and 

wherein said processing means does not execute the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged bv said judgement means 
that both the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not to 
be executed . 

Claim 20 (currently amended): An image processing transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein the instruction received by said instruction receiving means 
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receives, togctlicr with the instiuctioii for tlic data fomiat, includes an instraction to read 
[[out data]] the image data , and 

said image processing apparatus further comprises reading means for 
starting to read [[out] the image data in accordance with the instruction to read [[out]] the 
data. 

Claims 21 and 22 (canceled) 

Claim 23 (currently amended): An image processing transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein said processing means executes tlie binarization processing 
for the text area of the image data the area analyzing processing extracts some areas from 
the image and binarizes the extracted area having text attribute . 

Claim 24 (currently amended): An image processing transmitting apparatus 
according to claim 19, wherein the image [[data]] is the image [[data]] which has been read 
[[out]] from a scanner. 

Claim 25 (currently amended): An image processing system to which 
comprising a first image processing receiving apparatus and a second image processing 
transmitting apparatus [[are]] connected through a network, 

said transmitting apparatus comprises: 
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first judgement means for judging whether each of an area 
analyzing processing and a character recognition processing is to be executed for an image 
by said transmitting apparatus based on an instruction issued from said receiving apparatus: 

first execution means for executing the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing for the image based on the result from 
said first judgement means: and 

transmission means for transmitting the data of the image to 
said receiving apparatus, wherein the data of the image is the data processed by said first 
execution means. 

wherein said first execution means executes both of the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if said first judgement means 
judges that both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing 
are to be executed, 

wherein said first execution means executes the area 
analyzing processing if said first judgement means judges that the area analyzing 
processing is to be executed and the character recognition processing is not to be executed, 
and 

wherein said first execution means does not execute both of 
the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if said first 
judgement means judges that both of the area analyzing processing and the character 
recognition processing are not to be executed: and 

said receiving apparatus comprises: 
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reception means for receiving the data of the image, the data 
being transmitted by said transmitting means of said transmitting apparatus: 

second judgement means for judging a format of the data 
received bv said reception means, the format indicates whether the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing are executed for the image by said 
transmitting apparatus: 

second execution means for executing the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing for the data based on the format of the 
data judged by said second judgement means: 

output means for outputting the data for which both of the 
area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing have been executed, 

wherein said second execution means executes both the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if said second judgement 
means judges that the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processin are 
not executed for the data by said transmitting apparatus, and 

wherein said second execution means executes the character 
recognition processing for the data if said second judgement means judges that the area 
analyzing processing is executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus and the 
character recognition processing is not executed for the data by said transmitting apparatus. 

wherein said second image processing apparatus executes, fo r image 
data, tlac processings up to a predetermined step of th e p r ocessings of a plurality of stages 
in acco r dance witli a prcdctcmiined data format to t r ansmit the data fo r wliich tlic 
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processings up to tlic prcdctermmcd stage have been executed to said fi r st image 
processing apparatus; aiid 

said first image processing apparatus wliich has received tlie data fo r 
wliich tlic processings up to tlie pr e detemiined step have been executed judges the data 
format of the received data to execute tlic un e xecuted processing(s) for tlie received data to 
out p ut the data for wliich tlic unexecuted processing(s) has(liave) been executed. 

Claim 26 (canceled) 

Claim 27 (currently amended): An image processing system according to 
claim 25, wherein the processings of a plurality of stages include the ai ' ca division of the 
imag e data and the chai - actc r r ecognition area analyzing processing extracts some areas 
fi-om the image and binarizes the extracted area having text attribute . 

Claim 28 (currently amended): An image processing system according to 
claim 25, wherein said receiving apparatus further comprises character correction means 
for correcting character codes of the result of the character recognition processing 
performed bv said receiving apparatus according to a user instruction tlie processings up to 
a predetemiined stage wliich ar e executed in said second image processing apparatus 
include tlie ai - ca division; and 

tlie unexecuted processing(s) wliich is(a r c) executed in said fi r st 
image p rocessing appai - atus includc(s) tlie character recognition . 
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Claim 29 (currently amended): An image processing system according to 
claim 25, wherein said receiving apparatus further comprises area correcting means for 
correcting the result of the area analyzing processing performed by said receiving apparatus 
according to a user instruction said first imaa c processing apparatus, fo r tlic data for which 
it is judged by said judgement means that tlic format of tlie receiv e d data is tlic format of 
the data for wliich the area division processing has been executed, when the cor r ection of 
tlic ai ' ca division is instioictcd by a user, can cai ' iy out tlic co rr ection of the ai - ea division . 

Claim 30 (currently amended): An image processing system according to 
claim 25, wherein said transmitting apparatus starts the processing of reading the image 
data in accordance with an instruction issued bv said receiving apparatus said second image 
processing appai - atus stai-ts tlic processing of reading out the image data in accordance with 
an instruction to read out tltc data which has been issued from said fu ' st image processing 
apparatus . 

Claim 31 (currently amended): An image processing system according to 
claim 25, wherein the area analyzing processing extracts some areas from t he image and 
binarizes the extracted area having text attribute said second image processing a pp aratus 
e x e cutes the binarization p r ocessing of the text ai ' ca of the image data in accordance with 
tli c predetermined data format . 



15 



Claim 32 (currently amended): An image processing system according to 
claim 25, wherein the transmitting apparatus further comprises a scanner for reading the 
image imag e data is the image data which has been read out through a scanne r. 

Claim 33 (currently amended): A storage medium for storing tircrcin an 
image processing control program which executes a method of controlling a receiving 
apparatus which processes an image can be read out by a comput er, said image processing 
control program comprising the steps of: 

receiving data of the image, the data being which has been 
transmitted from [[an]] a transmitting apparatus which is connected through a network; 

judging [[the]] a format of the data which has been received in said 
receiving step, the format indicating whether an area analyzing processing and a character 
recognition processing are executed for the image by the transmitting apparatus : 

execut e d th e unexecuted pr ocessing(s) for tli c data in accordanc e 
witli th e data format tlius judged executing the area analyzing processing and the character 
recognition processing for the data based on the format of the data judged in said judging 
step: and 

outputting the data for which said p r ocessing has both the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing have been executed^ 

wherein said executing step includes executing both the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged in said judging 
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step that the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not 
executed for the data bv the transmitting apparatus, and 

wherein said executing step includes executing the character 
recognition processing for the data if it is judged in said judging step that the area 
analyzing processing is executed for the data bv the transmitting apparatus and the 
character recognition processing is not executed for the data by the transmitting apparatus . 

Claim 34 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 33, 
whe r ein tli c data format to be judged is the data format which is instructed to said 
a p paratus wliich is connected through said netwo r k said method further comprising the step 
of instructing the format of the transmitted data to the transmitting apparatus . 

Claim 35 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 33, 
wherein the data to be r eceived is tlic data wMch is produced by analyzing tlic image area 
analyzing processing extracts some areas from the image and binarizes the extracted area 
having text attribute . 

Claim 36 (currently amended): A storage mediimi according to claim 33, 
wherein the received data is the data for which the p r ocessings up to a predetermin e d stag e 
of th e processings of a plui ' ality of stages have been execut e d, and also tlic subs e quent 
processings arc e xecuted fo r the r eceived data in said p r ocessing ste p area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing are not executed bv the transmitting 
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apparatus, or the data for which the area analyzing processing is executed and the character 
recognition processing is not executed by the transmitting apparatus, or the data for which 
both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are executed 
by the transmitting apparatus . 

Claim 37 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 33, 
wh e r e in the chai ' actc r r e cognizing proc e ssing is ex e cut e d fo r the r eceived data in said 
p r ocessing ste p said method further comprising the step of correcting character codes of the 
result of the character recognition processing performed by the receiving apparatus 
according to a user instruction . 

Claim 38 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 33, 
furthe r comprising tlic ai ' ca division co rre cting step of, for tli c data fo r which it is judged in 
tlie judgement step tliat tlic format of the re ceiv e d data is tlie data fonnat wliich has been 
subjected to the area division processing, when tlie correction of tli e area division is 
instructed by a use r , ca rr ying out tlic co rr ection of the area division said method further 
comprising the step of correcting the result of the area analyzing processing performed by 
the receiving apparatus according to a user instruction . 

Claim 39 (currently amended): A storage medium for storing the r ein an 
image processing control program which executes a method of controlling a transmitting 
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apparatus which processes an image caii be r ead out by a compute r, said image processing 
control program comprising the steps of: 

receiving an instruction of a data format wMch has been issued from 
[[an]] a receiving apparatus which is connected through a network; 

judging whether each of an area analyzing processing and a 
character recognition processing is to be executed for the image bv the transmitting 
apparatus based on the received instruction of the data format: 

executing , fo r the image data, the p r oc e ssings up to a pr e determined 
stAg e of the prnccssings of a plu r ality of stages in acco r danc e with tlie data format the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing for the image based on the 
result in said judging step : and 

transmitting the data wliich has been p r ocessed in said processing 
step to said apparatus of the image to the receiving apparatus, the data of the image being 
the data processed in said executing step, 

wherein said executing step includes executing both of the area 
analyzing processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged in said judging 
step that both of the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are 
to be executed, 

wherein said executing step includes executing the area analyzing 
processing if it is judged in said judging step that the area analyzing processing is to be 
executed and the character recognition processing is not to be executed, and 
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wherein said executing step does not execute the area analyzing 
processing and the character recognition processing if it is judged in said judging step that 
both the area analyzing processing and the character recognition processing are not to be 
executed . 

Claim 40 (cxirrently amended): A storage medium according to claim 39, 
wherein in said instruction r eceiving step, an the instruction to read out the data is r eceived 
togethe r with the insti-uction for tlic data format received in said receiving step includes an 
instruction to read the image data , and 

said image processing control program further comprises the step of 
starting to read [[out]] the image data in accordance with the instruction to read [[out]] the 
data. 

Claims 41 and 42 (canceled) 

Claim 43 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 39, 
wherein the binarization processing for tlie text area of tlie image data is e x e cuted in said 
processing step area analyzing processing extracts some areas from the image and binarizes 
the extracted area having text attribute . 
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Claim 44 (currently amended): A storage medium according to claim 39, 
wherein the image [[data]] is the image [[data]] which has been read [[out]] from a 
scanner. 
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